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ACT |

Scene 1 1
Setting 2
Bal | room 3

A dinner party is being prepared by a butler and
2 footnmen, the Butler frequently checks his
not epad to be sure everything is correct.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Now there are to be five guests.

FOOTMVAN 1
So we need to put these tables together then.

GERALD THE BUTLER
| thought that was obvi ous.

FOOTMAN 2
G ve us a hand with this table.

Footman 1 & 2 manhandl e the tables into position

GERALD THE BUTLER
l[t’s alittle to the left.

FOOTVAN 1
Do you have a ruler?

GERALD THE BUTLER
Just correct it.

FOOTMAN 2
There. Is it straight now?

GERALD THE BUTLER
It is satisfactory.

A noise is heard of the Host, he is shouting at
a cook

HOST' S VA CE
You call this soup? Where's the seasoning?! Wat do
you nmean that’s what you did back hone? This is
Anmeri ca we use seasoni ng!!

The Host enters a youngi sh | ooking man in dark
clothes and slightly wild appearance (the Host
should be a mld caricature of E. A Poe

hi nsel f)

HOST
Geral d? |Is everything prepared?
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GERALD THE BUTLER
Yes sir.

HOST
VWhere are the nanes?

CERALD THE BUTLER
The Nanes sir?

HOST
Yes our guests have nanes Gerald, | want you to put
nanme cards where they will sit.

GERALD THE BUTLER
May | ask why sir?

HOST
It saves tinme. Wuld you like the list of nanes?

GERALD THE BUTLER
That woul d be hel pful sir.

HOST
Do you have a pen?

The Butl er nods.
Good. Now first off there will be WIliam WI son and
WIlliam WIson. They will be seated there.

As the Host is talking he points to different
| ocations on the |arge table, the Gerald the
Butler wites down each nane and signals the
Footnen to start preparing the nane cards.

GERALD THE BUTLER
That’ s only one seat sir.

HOST
| know.

GERALD THE BUTLER
And beside themsir?

HOST
Ligeia. And | eave a place for Lady Rowena. Although
she rarely cones to ny di nner engagenents.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Yes sir.

HOST

| shall sit here. Beside ne will be Sergeant Mahoney
of the NYPD. And then of course Ms. Usher.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Sir mght | suggest noving the Sergeant to the end.
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HOST
Wy ?

GERALD THE BUTLER
Because your final guest is a woman who shall sit
here beside you. It keeps the symetry of the seating
arrangenent especially when the ball starts after
supper.

HOST
Very well Gerald. Ms. Usher shall sit beside ne and
t he good Sergeant shall sit at the end.

GERALD THE BUTLER
That’'s all the guests placed sir.

The Footnmen have by this tinme laid out all of
the nanme cards at the proper places on the
t abl e.

HOST
Good. Well Gerald before the guests arrive | need to
have another talk with the cook. Hi s idea of
traditional is not to nmy liking.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Yes sir. 1'Il come with you.

HOST
You worried Geral d?

GERALD THE BUTLER
This is the fifth cook in two nonths sir. You have a
way of making themwant to run screamng for the
building. I would prefer we kept this cook for a
| east anot her two nont hs.

HOST
Thank god, |’ve you to keep watch over this house.
CERALD THE HOST
Yes sir.
EXIT HOST & GERALD THE BUTLER
FOOTMAN 1

VWhat’'s with M. Allan. You ve been here awhile.

FOOTMAN 2
He's a bit nad.

FOOTMAN 1
| know t hat but what does he do?

FOOTVAN 2

Don’t know nmuch about him Gerry probably knows nore
but he woul d never tell us.
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FOOTMVAN 1
Their an odd pair the two of them

FOOTMAN 2
It works and he’s a good boss.

FOOTMVAN 1
| hope this dinner party isn't going to be boring.

FOOTMVAN 2
| doubt it very nuch

Scene 2 4
Sane | ocati on
ENTER GERALD THE BUTLER W TH THE HOST.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Sir, shall | announce the guests?

HOST
| suppose you better.

A sound of a bell is heard.

HOST
Ah that will be the first of our guests. I'Il escort
t hem and you announce them

GERALD THE BUTLER
Yes sir. However there’ s one problem

HOST
VWhat's that?

GERALD THE BUTLER
Il only be able to announce themas | see them And
|”ve never met them before.

HOST
Ah | see the problem I1’ve a solution you go neet
them at the door, ask for their nanes and then
announce t hem

GERALD THE BUTLER

Yes sir.
The bell is heard again | ouder.
HOST
You better go CGerald. They' re probably getting
irritable.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Yes sir.
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EXIT GERALD THE BUTLER

HOST
Now at last its starting.

FOOTMAN 1
What’' s starting sir?

HOST
The di nner party. And of course the main event.

FOOTVAN 1
The nmmi n event ?

HOST
O course. Do you think I would hold a dinner party
for no reason? There is always a reason needed for
any action. No tonight the main event are the stories
that nmy guests are going to retell for us. And in the
evening we will have a grand finale.

FOOTMAN 2
The bal |

HOST
Yes. Very good. Remind nme to give you a raise.

ENTER GERALD THE BUTLER & LI EAGEA

GERALD THE BUTLER
M. Allen, may | present our first guest Mss
Li eagea. Madam may | present your host, M. Allen.

LI EAGEA
| know who he is.

HOST
Hell o ny dear. Welconme to nmy house.

LI EAGEA
Yes yes, thank you for the wel cone.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Your place is naned nadam

LI EAGEA
Yes | can see that.

Li eagea takes her seat. A bell is heard again.
EXIT GERALD THE BUTLER

HOST
Your | ooking well nmy dear. Very enlivened.
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LI EAGEA
Your hunour is tastel ess as usual .

HOST
Excuse ne? | was nerely maki ng conversation.

A bell is heard.
ENTER GERALD THE BUTLER W TH A POLI CE SERGEANT.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Pol i ce Detective-Sergeant Mahony.

SERGEANT MAHONEY
That’'s Mahon-ey. |’ve second generation Anerican. My
gr andf at her was Mahony. He was Irish

HOST
Quite. Your seat is provided for Sergeant this way.

The sergeant takes his seat and stares at the
ot her guests.

Bell is heard again.
EXIT GERALD THE BUTLER

LI EAGEA
How are you Sergeant?

SERGEANT MAHONEY
l’mfine Mss Lieagea. Just a |little unsure of what
to do.

LI EAGEA
Why ?

HOST
Because he’s never been to a dinner party before.

LI EAGEA
W have a virgin in our mdst.

The Sergeant is unconfortable
ENTER GERALD THE BUTLER AND MRS. USHER

GERALD THE BUTLER
M's. Usher.

HOST
Ah yes, Ms. Usher |let nme guide you to your place.

MRS. USHER
Thank you.
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SERGEANT MAHONEY
Haven't | seen you before?

MRS. USHER
At the inquest.

SERGEANT MAHONEY
Ah yes. Very sad case.

MRS. USHER
| know.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Sir, the final guest is not here.

HOST
You nean M. W1 son.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Yes sir. M. WIlliamWIson. Hasn't arrived yet.

HOST
He' Il turn up. I’mgoing to start wi thout him Ladies
and Gentleman. My nane is M. Allan. Wl come to ny
house. |’ ve planned a series of events for the
evening. First and forenost wll be a series of
stories. And then later this evening we will have a
grand finale in the formof a nasked ball

GERALD THE BUTLER
Sir may |?

HOST
Yes of course Cerald.

GERALD THE BUTLER
The first story is that of Tell Tale Heart.

Footman 1 has noved to the side of the stage and
has set up a old fashioned canera and takes a
photo with a | arge flash.

BLACKOUT
Scene 3 5
Tell Tal e Heart 6

A roomin a police station. The Wrman i s seated
in a chair. One police officer(Jimy) is seated
at a typewiter. The older officer (Burt) is at
his shoul der. The ol der officer places a file
down.

BURT

Ji my, when we’re done here, she can be taken to her
hol di ng. You just finish witing that up.
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(Silence, they both | ook at her.)

BURT
She’ s i nsane.

JI MW
It’s True. And nervous, very, very, dreadfully,
nervous. But, ah... wll you say she is... Mud?

(indicating the report) She doesn’'t think so.

BURT
She’ s di seased, senseless. Can’t say anything el se.

THE WOVAN
| amnot mad. (they freeze)

no, not mad. If | am diseased, then the di sease has
shar pened ny senses.

(The typewiter is heard)
my hearing nost of all. How clearly | can rel ate what
happened? How then am | mad. May | have sone water?

Burt, pours a glass of water froma jug and
hands it to her.

THE WOVAN
Thank you.

JI MW
What did that poor man ever do to you? Robbing him
blind, and killing him Sickens the heart

BURT
Don’t speak to her, Jimy.

THE WOVAN
You' re m staken, | loved that old man. He never did
me wong. | cared for him | didn’'t want his gold.

want ed none of it. It was...

JI MW
Then why did you do it?

THE WOVAN
It is inpossible to tell how the idea first entered
my brain, but it did, and once it did I couldn’t stop
it. Wiat was it...?

JI MwY
Si ckeni ng.

BURT

Not hi ng can account for your actions. It wll be
bet ween you and Cod.
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THE WOVAN
It was... | can’t say. Wait... It was his eyel The
eye, vulture s eye. Always gazing at ne. Horrid
thing. Pale blue with a filmover it. It haunted ne
day and ni ght.

JI MW
This is making ny bl ood run col d.

BURT

Grabbi ng The Wnman
Col d bl ooded nadness. You killed a harml ess old nan.

THE WOVAN
No, it was not the man. It was the eye. Every night |
tried but could not, Closed tight as a drum through
the door, eight tines. Couldn’t... slipped ny head
t hrough. | never w shed him harm

Burt sl aps her

BURT
Quiet! Jinmy, take her down.

Ji mmy noves toward her

No, wait. Cone with ne. | don’t want to hold her
her e.
JI MY
No, Sir.
BURT
"1l call the doctor at Eastern State.
JI MY
Burt, what will we do about. ..
BURT
What ?
JI MY
The remains, Sir.
BURT
We never called the hospital.
JI MY
H s body is still over at the house.
BURT

You best see that its taken care of.

JI MW
Sir, will we be collecting other evidence?
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BURT

Yes,

nods, and turns to the Wnan
Jimy | want you to give the place a good

search. And Jimmy? She’'ll wll be needing a change of
clothes, and don’t say a word to anyone.

JI MW

That w tch?

BURT

And don’'t say a word to anyone. Jimy, how do you
suppose she did it.

JI MW

He was old sir. It would have been easy.

BURT

| " mnot tal king about nethod. | don’t want to believe
anybody could do this for no reason.

JI MW

There’ s no understandi ng sonething like this.

BOTH EXIT

Li ghts dim
Scene 4 7
The House. 8

The Wman, stand fromthe seat, busying herself,
with a conpletely different atnosphere. She sits
at the table and types. Slowy, but gets into
the rhythmof it. Pauses, then takes a sip from
the gl ass of water. She resunes typing but the
cl ock sound begi ns.

Light’s up on Od Man’s Room slowy

An old man sits on a stool surrounded by paper
and ol d books. And old easel is propped up in
front of him Al the papers and books concern
mat hematics. On the easel he is witing conpl ex
f or mul as.

OLD MATHEMATI Cl AN
CGodel s First Inconpl eteness theoremstates that a
generated theory possible of expressing basic
arithnetic cannot be consistent and conpl ete.

THE WOVAN

H s eye was al ways watching nme, it never stopped nor
started fromits gaze upon ne.
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OLD MATHEMATI CI AN
| f one believes that such a theoremis accurate and
can apply it rationally then it goes w thout saying
that H |l bert’'s Second Problemis fal se.

The old man gets up and noves to the easel. He
noves a sheet and listed in front of himare
H | bert’s 23 Probl ens.

OLD MATHEMATI CI AN
In 1900, Hilbert reveal ed the 23 Mat hemati cal
probl ens of the 20th century. Wthin one year the 3rd
probl em had been sol ved. Since then all nathenati cal
efforts, of nen like nyself, have been spent
attenpting to solve these probl ens.

THE WOVAN
He al ways wat ched, but never seened to notice ne. He
was consunmed by his mathematics. H s know edge of the
different forns and systens was astoundi ng but he
never shared such know edge at | east never to ne.

OLD MATHEMATI CI AN
| used to have a wfe. But she was a construct;
neither active or passive. | |earned nmathematics in
the Arny. Artillery to be precise. Shrapnel in ny
eye. Can’'t see ny own shadow.

THE WOVAN
It stares again and again at nme. Accusing al ways
casting its gaze. Looking for prey. And he never
notices me, never takes the tine to say a kind word
or ask after nme. He has no eye for ne.

OLD MATHEMATI CI AN
Godel " s Second I nconpl et eness Theorem states that for
any formal effectively generated theory T, including
basic arithnetical truths, and also certain truths
about formal provability. T includes a statenment of
its own consistency if and only if T is inconsistent.

THE WOVAN
Tis for tine.

The Wman starts typing.

THE WOVAN
Tis for typing.

She makes a sound possibly |aughter, confused at
her word ganes.
Tis for tenper. T is for terror.

THE WOVAN
| sonetines wonder if the eye is a trick. The eye
never closes never stops, always open. | noved
carefully trying not to nake too nuch noise | had to
see. | can not do it if | can not see it.
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OLD MATHEMATI CI AN
T includes a statenent of its own consistency if and
only if T is inconsistent, however it is also very
consistent. Take for exanple the butterfly. If one
were to catch a butterfly and trap it in a glass jar
it would die. This is a sinple truth a sinple
consi stency. However the fact that the sane butterfly
could al so have once been a caterpillar is very
i nconsistent with the fact that ny eye sees only a
butterfly in front of ne.

As he’s tal king she noves forward and cones to
the door. She carefully opens the latch. A
single ray of light illum nates the eye of the
A d Mathematician. Then cl oses the door.

Pause, The clock strikes 10

THE WOVAN
Ten, soon. | will ... but not yet.

OLD MATHEMATI Cl AN
(Wth regret) I'mtired,

Draws a line on the page. Tears of the page.
Hell with it.

The Wman hears, and goes to his room wth
water jug, slowy opening the door. The old man
sits there with his head in his hand covering

t he damaged side of his face. She enters and

pi cks up the torn page. Returning it to the

t abl e.

THE WOVAN
Sir, are you well?

OLD MATHEMATI Cl AN
Wl | enough.

THE WOVAN
Can | pour you sone water?

OLD MATHENATI Cl AN

Um
She pours a glass. As she hand himthe d ass his
eye gazes at her. She recoils. It does not |eave
her .
THE WOVAN
WIIl | |eave you?

Pause. She goes to | eave.
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aLb

MATHEMATI Cl AN
No, stay. If you w sh.

She clasps the jug

WOVAN
Any Progress?

MATHENMATI Cl AN
Progress? | suppose.

WOVAN
That’ s good news? May | be of some assistance?

MATHEMATI Cl AN
| should think not, but thank you.
WOVAN

Did you |ike your supper?

MATHEMATI CI AN
| was sat ed.

WOVAN
Good. Did you hear the clock?

MATHEMATI CI AN
No. Is it |late?

WOVAN
It’s just gone Ten.

MATHEMATI ClI AN
Oh. You can go to bed if you wish. | need nothing
el se.

WOVAN
Good night, Sir.

MATHEMATI Cl AN
Yes, yes. | nust return to work.

He returns to his books, his hand feels the
scare on his face.

WOVAN
WIIl you not sleep, rest your eye..

MATHEMATI ClI AN
Soon. Leave ne.

WOVAN
You nust rest.

MATHEMATI Cl AN
Qut !
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THE WOVAN
must be rid of it.

THE WOVAN
But the poor man, what nust | do? Ch, how careful I

BURT

Pause, and he returns to work. The Wman | eaves
the room

There is a | ong pause and the clock strikes
El even.

be.

The old man can be seen preparing for bed,
putting on his night hat and placing on a
dressing gown. The old nman begins to huma tune
and rmusic cones in.

The lights go | ow. Moonlight through w ndows. It
strikes 12

Music grows slightly |ouder. The Whnman has gone
off stage and returns with a |ight. She
carefully covers it in cloth. Wth a knife in
hand she folds a towel around it. At the door
she opens the latch slowy. Her head goes
through first then the lanp follows. Witing
there whilst he is asleep. As the | anp cover
conmes off we see light on the old man’s face,
but his eyes are tightly closed. A light gasp
cones fromthe woman. Then she retreat slowy
back out of the roomand returns to the seat.

Scene 5 9

Police Station 10

The light returns to as it was before. Burt, is
wal ki ng around the interviewroomwth a cup of
coffee, he is very tired. He picks up the
witten report and reads, aloud but not |oudly.
The Worman is quiet.

...3:10 this norning on February 5. A call was
received by a Ms. Gale, the neighbour of the victim
She reporting that a shriek had been heard formthe
nei ghbouri ng resi dence and was worried about sone

play. Oficer James Stern and | nmade our way to

the residence arriving at exactly 4am And were
received into the residence..

ENTER JI MW QUI CKLY.

He pauses.
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BURT

What’ s wong Ji rmy?
JI MY

She’s still here?
BURT

Doctor said we’'d need to wait a few hours. Jimy,
what’ s wong?

JI MW
| can’t bear to | ook at her, Sir.
BURT
Speak up? Did you find sonething?
JI MW
It’s the house sir. The body. | renenbered her
scream ng "under the boards! under the boards!”
BURT
What about it?
JI MW
| took the doctor at the norgue, not know ng who el se
to take.
BURT
Where are you going with this?
JI MW
Vell, | torn up the rest of the floor board. He was
in pieces, Sir.
BURT
Christ! Does anybody el se know about this?
JI MW
No, Sir.
pause)
We took himout. Packed himon the cart piece by
piece. | delivered himto the norgue sir.
Burt sits in the chair in silence
JI MW

(Getting worked up) |I don’t care how nad she is.
She’s going to burn in hell for what she did.

BURT
Ji my.

JI MW
It wasn’t just that Burt, It was the blood, all the
bl ood was gone. He was as dry as his bones.
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BURT
She’ s insane, Jimry. There’s nothing that someone
possessed can’t do

THE WOVAN
Mad, |'m not mad no.

JI MW
Shut up!

Grabs is bat and wal ks toward the Wnan. She
lets out a shriek. Burt stops him

BURT
| s that what you want to do Ji my? Go hone.

THE WOVAN
Go hone Ji my.

JI MW
Burt, you're trying to make sense of nothing. It
doesn’t matter how mad this wonman is; she hasn’t
shown one drop of renorse for what she did.

EXIT JI MW
There is a silence. Burt straightens hinmself up.

BURT
For the Grace of god. Howis it possible? You
di seased, mad, nurderous, woman! Are you listening to
nme?

THE WOVAN
Oh, as | have said before. If | amdiseased, then it
has not dulled ny senses.

BURT

| bet you can hear the hounds of hell.
THE WOVAN

| heard all things in the heaven and in the earth.
BURT

Heaven! ? It’s hell where you're going.

THE WOVAN
| heard many things in hell.

BURT
How can you say you’'re not nad. Have you any idea
what you’ ve done?

THE WOVAN
How t hen, am | mad? Your boy was nad. Making to beat
me to death. Hun®? For ne there was no passion init.
Mad men know not hi ng
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BURT
| don’t know why you were made this way but you are
evil. 1"ve seen evil before, but |I've understood it.
| ve seen sone reason, even if it’s terrible.

( pause )

|’ mgoing to ask why? Knowing |I’m going to hate you
for it.

THE WOVAN
It was the evil | wanted to purge. H s evil eye, |ike

a vulture. Horrid thing. Hunted ne.

BURT
You keep saying his eye, but you killed a lonely old
man. |If he had conmt a terrible crime against you..
Did he? | can understand revenge. Leviticus says an
eye for an eye. But God does not. An eye for an eye
is not |aw here

THE WOVAN
| loved the old nan. | was never kinder to the old
man than during the whole week before I killed him

BURT
Jesus. There’s no soul in you.

THE WOVAN
You shoul d have seen how wi sely | proceeded, with
what caution. Every night, about m dnight, | turned
the latch of his door and opened it... Ch so gently!

Ch you woul d have | aughed to see how gently | put ny
head in to the darkness.

BURT
Laughed, how could I |augh? Can you not hear
yoursel f?

THE WOVAN

Then with a dark lantern | waited. So quietly. |
could see himasleep in his bed. Wuld a madman be so
W se as this? So cautiously, cautiously, | would open
the lantern until a single ray of light crossed his
face. But | could not, could not. H's eye was cl osed
tight. So | could not do it.

BURT
You are a nonster. Can you not see? You have nothing
Now.

THE WOVAN
Seven long nights | did this. But it was always
cl osed.

BURT
May he rest in peace! If you ever cared for this man
not even the nost pious could tell. I'Il listen to

this no | onger.
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Burt goes to | eave.

THE WOVAN
It was inpossible to do the work. (pause) Every
morning, | went boldly into his chanber, and spoke to
him I nquiring how he had passed the night. Was he
wel | ?

BURT
Did he ever suspect anything?

THE WOVAN
No.

BURT

He woul d have been a wi se old nman, indeed, to suspect
that every night you | ooked upon himwhile he slept.
It’s best he didn't. Wat terror he would have felt.
| pray it was peaceful .

EXI T BURT
Scene 6 11

The Morning before the Eighth
Ni ght . 12

The Wman rises fromthe chair, again takes the
jug of water. The A d Mathematician is working,
he gets up and noves slowy around his room
nervously. The Whnan exits of stage with the jug
and after a few nonents returns with a wash bow
al so. She places themon the table.

THE OLD MATHEMATI Cl AN
VWhere is it?

CGetting nore annoyed
Did she throw it away? AH Here? No.. nunber four.

reading froma sheet, spots a small book
Yes, yes that’s it. Good good.
(Di sappoi nt ed)
Nunber nine: find the nost general |aw of the
reciprocity theoremin any al gebraic nunber field.
Hopel ess,

Returns to his chair and begins to work.
OLD MATHEMATI CI AN
When in sleep? No... Falling, drop by drop upon our
heart ?

Returns to searching.
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THE

aLb

THE

WOVAN
Knocks at the door.

MATHEMATI CI AN
Yes, cone in.

WOVAN
Morni ng sir.

THE WOVAN ENTERS

Can | fetch you anything? Fromthe kitchen perhaps.
Oh, it is a wonderful norning.

MATHEMATI ClI AN
Have you seen ny book?
WOVAN

The Godel book?

MATHEMATI ClI AN
No, (finding it) here is the scrap.
WOVAN

Wul d you |ike sonmething to eat?

MATHEMATI ClI AN
Yes... do we have any fruit?
WOVAN

| believe we have sonme apples fromthe garden

MATHEMATI ClI AN
Good, and could you prepare a bow of hot water, |
woul d |i ke a shave.

WOVAN
WIIl that be all?

MATHEMATI CI AN
Yes, thanks you.

The Wonman | eaves the room and takes the bow
fromthe tabl e goes off stage.

MATHEMATI Cl AN

Sings Hs Gand father’s cl ock:
Ni nety years without slunmbering, Tick, tick, tick,
tock, H s | fe seconds nunbering, Tick, tick, tick,
tock It’'d stop short, and never go again

The worman returns with the bow and an appl e.

There is also a knife (the sane as before) and a
towel. He places the bow on his table. Wth the

kni fe and apple in hand she stares at him he
still hunms anyway. She goes tense and fiddles

with the knife. She drops the knife and he turns

ar ound.
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THE

THE

MATHENMATI ClI AN
Christ, | didn't even hear you. Thank you ny dear.
WOVAN
Ch, sorry. | should have knocked.
MATHENMATI Cl AN
Nonsense. Are you feeling well?
WOVAN
No.. I".. I'"'m.. No nothing’s wong. I’mquite well
i ndeed.
She cuts a slice of the apple for him She nips
her finger, she cries.
MATHEMATI ClI AN
Careful. Is it deep?
WOVAN
(biting her finger) It’s fine. Just a nip. | was

bei ng carel ess.

MATHEMATI Cl AN
All’s well. No, scars |like ne.

WOVAN
| trust you passed the night well.

MATHEMATI Cl AN
Yes, well enough. The night was silent.
WOVAN
Good.
she slices another piece of apple
MATHEMATI ClI AN

Not hing stirs in this house except ny own roam ng,
t he wood beetles in the ceiling, and the wind in the
chi mey.

WOVAN

rising to | eave
WIIl that be all? | should put a bandage on ny
finger. You re hot water is there. WII|l you need ne
to shave you?

MATHEMATI CI AN

| shouldn’t think so.
WOVAN

Very well. Are you sure?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  ( 4) 21.

OLD MATHEMATI CI AN
Yes

THE WOVAN
It would really be no trouble.

OLD MATHENMATI CI AN
| m nore than capabl e, |eave ne.

THE WOVAN
| f you get stuck back into the work the water will be
col d.

OLD MATHEMATI ClI AN
Enough, Co.

THE WOVAN
Yes, Sir.

The A d Mathematician starts to shave hi nsel f,
he |l athers his face and starts to shave.

THE WOMAN EXI TS

OLD MATHEMATI CI AN
"And even in our sleep. Pain that cannot forget,
falls drop by drop, and in our own despair, and
agai nst our will comes wi sdom by the awful grace of
God.” And so it does...

Li ghts down, the clock is heard, The |ight
returns to night tinme. The old nmathematician is
asl eep, The Wman repeats the novenents of the
slow entry. But after a | ong pause, The Wnan
goes for the lantern and slips, a nmurnured cry
cones out of her. The Man wakes.

OLD MATHEMATI CI AN
Who' s t here?

Both as still as death

The A d Mat hemati ci an G oans

BLACKQOUT
Scene 7 13
Pol i ce stati on 14

Sane setup as before though slightly brighter.
The light is mainly com ng fromone direction.
The 'interrogation’ chair is now nore centred
and the Wman i s seat ed.

ENTER BURT WTH A DOCTOR
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BURT
| "ve never seen anything like this before.
DOCTOR
I s she Luci d?
BURT
Lucid sir?
DOCTOR
Respondi ng to questi ons? Knows where she is?
BURT
Yes, but | can’t make any sense of it.
DOCTOR
That’ s good. You can go.
BURT
Excuse, ne.. | don’'t know exactly, what it is you do
but she’s a nurder. | can’t |eave in here al one.
DOCTOR

It’s perfectly alright Sergeant, you nmay wait
outside, but there’s really no reason to be
concer ned.

BURT
She’s a nad wonan. .

DOCTOR
That’s nmy judgnent to nake.

BURT
| nmeant no di srespect.

DOCTOR
No of fense taken but | really can’'t do my work with
an observer. | promse | will call, should she behave
in a violent fashion.

BURT
"1l be right outside.

EXIT BURT

DOCTOR
Excuse ne, Madane. |I'’ma doctor. |I'’mhere to ask you
a few questions. Is that alright?

THE WOVAN
Have | not told them what they m stake for nadness.

DOCTOR
If it is not madness then what is it?
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THE

WOVAN
It is an over-acuteness of the senses.

DOCTOR

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

THE

How do you feel now?

WOVAN
Vel | .

DOCTOR
They said you spoke about the old man’s eye. Could
you describe it to nme?

WOVAN
When | killed hinf

DOCTOR
Yes. What did it | ook Iike?

WOVAN
Like a Wulture’s eye.

DOCTOR
Dar k?

WOVAN
No, All a dull blue, with a hideous veil over it that
chilled the very marrow in nmy bones. | could see
nothing el se of the old man’s face. For | had
directed the ray of light so precisely, upon that
damed spot. It was instinct.

DOCTOR
So he was awake when you killed hin®

The Wonman is silent

DOCTOR
Before you killed him how did you feel ?
VWOVAN
Never before that night had I felt the extent of ny
own power... of ny sagacity.
DOCTOR
Did you feel power over hinf? Wy?
WOVAN

My plan was perfect, exact. As | waited there in the
dar kness, he groaned-

DOCTOR
Coul d he see you?

WOVAN
He knew death was comi ng. | knew as he | ooked into
t he Shadows. He fancied his fears were causel ess.

( MORE)
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THE WOVAN (cont’ d)
"the sound of a cricket, ha, It’s just nouse
scuttling along the floor."™ No, it was ne. | could
hear his heart.
The Doctor is Silent
As the Wman speaks the [ight dim
THE DOCTOR EXI TS
Scene 8 15

The Murder 16

Both the A d Mathematician and the Wnan are
frozen in the dark. The old man is seated

| ooki ng around and the Wman renai ns at the
door. There is a long pause. The Wnan then
opens the lantern and |ight appears on his face.
He stares at the woman. He seens relieved for a
nmonent but the silence nakes himaware to the
situation at hand. The tattoo of the heard
begins( A clock in cotton.) The sound gets

| ouder and faster, |ouder and faster.

Wth a shriek the woman enters the room the

l antern brightens, and she grabs the knife on
the table and drags the old man to the fl oor.
After a single stab she begins choking him The
sound of the heart is cones to a nuffed stop
with his |ast breath.

The Worman exani nes the corpse slowy. She pl aces
her hand on his heart and whispers to himlike a

child
THE WOVAN
Stone dead, your eye will trouble me no nore.
BLACKOUT
Scene 9 17
The House 18

The house is tidy and the bedroomis well
arranged. No body The Whnan is on the floor with
a hammrer, she finishes what she is doing, then
rises and begi ns washing her hands in the bow .
The clock strikes four The water is red. She
seens calm As she dries her fingers with the
towel, a door bell is heard. She goes to the
door.
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THE WOVAN
Hel | o, gentlenmen. Can | help you?

BURT
W' re hoping you can, m ss.

THE WOVAN
It’s very late, ny | ask; who are you?

JI MW
W' re police officers. Some tine ago we received a
call from your nei ghbour, conplaining of a scream
comng fromthis residence.

BURT

May we cone in?
THE WOVAN

O course.

THEY ENTER | NTO THE HOUSE
She cl oses the door behind them

THE WOVAN
A screan? |I’mafraid you ve already found your guilt

party.

JI MW
Excuse me?

THE WOVAN
The screamwas nme. |'’mdreadfully sorry. |I’ve been
havi ng the nost frightful dreans. You can't inmagine.

The Woman qui ckly, but calmy goes to the table
and grabs the bow, taking it off stage. She is
heard of f stage

BURT
Oh. At |east everything is alright.

JI MW
We’'re sorry about the hour

THE WOVAN
It’s alright. |’ve been unable to sl eep anyhow.

JI MW
(to Burt)
Ni ce house.

BURT
Un Looks like a we got out of bed for nothing.
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JI MW
Do you know anyt hi ng about the man sir?
BURT
No, keeps to hinself nostly.
JI MW
She seens ni ce.
BURT
Pretty young thing. | suppose we’'ll have a quick | ook
around and go.
JI MW
| could use cup of coffee.
BURT
Me too.
THE WOVAN ENTERS
THE WOVAN

Sorry about that.

BURT
May we speak to the master of the house?

JI MW
| understand you'd rather not wake him but we just
need to make sure he's alright.

THE WOVAN
Oh,...yes, well.. I'mterribly sorry. He’'s currently
awnay.
BURT
Away ?
THE WOVAN
He’s out of the country, I'’mafraid. Another talk.
He’ s al ways bei ng dragged from his hone.
BURT
How | ong will he be gone?
THE WOVAN
Quite sonme tinme. Several weeks | shoul d think.
JI MW
Are you al one here?
THE WOVAN
Yes, it’s just ne. I'msorry you had to cone out al
this way.
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BURT

Wuld you mind if we had a | ook around?
THE WOVAN

Be ny guest.

The Wman beckons the police over to the
bedr oom

THE WOVAN
This is ny nmasters room

JI MW
Al seens in order

Both Jimmy and Burt enter and wal k around the
room

BURT
He owns a | ot of books...

JI MW
It’s like a private library.

THE WOVAN
| know. It'’s alife's work.

JI MW
Burt, fancy this.

Picks up knife on the table.

BURT
An ol d service knife.

THE WOVAN
Yes. (pause) Could |I offer you gentlenen sonething to
drink. You nust be tired.

BURT
W' Il just finish our search.
THE WOVAN
Oh, | nust insist.
JI MW
Wul dn’t do any harm
BURT
| suppose. Do you have any coffee?
THE WOVAN

(indicating an exit) O course, please be seated. You
nmust be tired.
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The officers head to the table in the other
room as the woman cl oses the door the heart
sound begins very | ow and sparse. She suddenly
begins to feels unconfortable. She sits on the
chair where she was hamreri ng.

JI MW
| nmust say it’'s very kind of you to be so hospitable.

BURT
W don’t normally get calls at this hour.

THE WOVAN
It’s quite alright

she rises and goes toward the exit
What was it you wanted to drink again.

BURT
Coffee, if you have it.
JI MW
If it’s too nuch trouble.
THE WOVAN
No, no. | assure you it’s fine.
JI MW
This big house nmust be lonely, when your nmaster isn't
her e.
THE WOVAN

Oh, | busy nysel f.
THE WOMAN EXI TS

Both the police nmen rise. And | ook around. As
they tal k the heartbeat grows | ouder.

JI MW
It’s so quiet here.
BURT
It’s the same with all big houses. No families in
t hem
JI MW
He nust be confortabl e though.
BURT
Hey, Jimy. Wen we get back to the station would you
m nd staying round till the day boys get in.

promsed |'d be there to take the children to school.

JI MW
Yeah, sure. How old is your little girl?
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BURT
Ei ght.
JI MW
Al r eady?
BURT
| tell you. They grow up so fast.
JI MW

Do you think we should call the nei ghbour when we get
back? Tell her everything is alright?

A teapot whistle is heard faintly.

BURT
Just leave a note with the day boys.

THE WOVAN ENTERS

JI MW
Sur e.

THE WOVAN
|’mafraid. We're out of coffee.

BURT
That’ s alright.

THE WOVAN
| would offer you sonething else but I'mafraid I
woul dn’t know what to give you.

JI MW
Are you alright? You' re looking a little pale.

THE WOVAN
Am | ? Oh dear.

BURT
Here, have a seat.

She doesn’t sit but becone nore agitated.

THE WOVAN
It’s these long nights. | can’t sleep nuch. | tel
you it’s nice to be on the brighter side of winter.
The days. Getting longer. | say if | had to put up
with much nore of this it mght just.... Ah well |I'm
just tal king. You better go.

JI MW
Do you need a doctor m ss?

BURT
A gl ass of water?
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THE WOVAN

|"mfine just need sonme rest. You can |eave nme now.
BURT

11 just get you a glass of water fromthe kitchen.
THE WOVAN

But you don’t know where it is.
BURT

The house isn't so big. I"'msure I’'ll be fine.

The heartbeat gets faster.

THE WOVAN

No, you really nust go. Com ng over here unannounced.
JI MW

We didn't nean to disturb you.
BURT

You invited us in.
THE WOVAN

What was | supposed to do? Two police nen standi ng at

the door. This really is ridiculous. |I'’mperfectly

fine and you nmust want to get to your beds. Can you
hear that?

BURT
What ?
JI MW
| didn’t hear anything.
THE WOVAN
Don’t tell nme that you cant hear it. It’s a watch...
No.
JI MW
| have no idea what. ..
THE WOVAN
SSssshhhh
BURT
(cheerily) Well, | suppose that’s us.. These old

houses nust be filled with noises |ike these.

JI MW
| can inmagi ne. The wood of the board creaking, draft
fromthe chi mey.

THE WOVAN
Are you nocking ne.
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JI MW

" msorry?
BURT

W weren’t saying that
THE WOVAN

Oh, you are. | can tel
JI MW

She’s pulling our |eg.
They | augh.

BURT
For a second there | thought, you were.

THE WOVAN

She rises and grabs her chair grating it

agai nst the boards
Here he is. Yes. Under the board. | can't bear it.
Tear up the planks. | admt the deed. Take hi m out.
Here here. The beating of his hideous heart.

The Police rise and step back in shock

Scene 10 19

Ball Room 20

The guests have re-assenbled in their places,
t he Foot men stand agai nst the back wall and
Gerald the Butler stands at attention to the
right of the table.

HOST
Now | adi es and gentl eman, | hope you enjoyed that as
much as | did.
BLACKOUT
Sound of appl ause fromthe CGuests.
GERALD THE BUTLER
Li ght s!
HOST
CGerald has the itinerary of the evenings events.
Geral d?

GERALD THE BUTLER
Yes sir. Qur next event is a gane.

MRS. USHER
What ki nd of gane?

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED:  ( 2) 32.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Its called Charades. I'’mgoing to divide everyone
into two teanms. Ms. Usher, Sergeant Mahoney your
team l. Liegea and M. Allan you are team 2. The
footnmen and nyself shall be judges and referees.

HOST
Lets nove the tables and have team 1l on the left and
team 2 on the right.

The Footnen split the nain table into 2 tables
and set themto the left and the right.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Now does everyone now t he rul es?

HOST
O course they do.

LI EAGEA
Actually | don’t know the rules. 1’ve never heard of
"Charades’. Is it a civilized gane?

GERALD THE BUTLER
O course Maam It is a very cultured gane. Al the
great famlies in Europe are playing it.

LI EAGEA
Thank you. 1’11 play. Now what were the rul es again
Geral d?

GERALD THE BUTLER
Well first and forenost we have two teans. Each team
in turn produces a "secret" word or phrase, to be
guessed by the other team and wites it on a slip of
paper .

The Foot nen hand out two pads of paper to each
team Pencils are provided.
The secret phrases allowed are confined to titles of
books, songs, or novies.

MRS. USHER
Are you sure that this...

GERALD THE BUTLER
The slip of paper with the secret phrase is reveal ed
to one nmenber of the other team the "actor", but
kept secret fromthe renmainder of the other team the
"guessers". The actor then has a limted period of
time in which to convey the secret phrase to the
guessers by pant om ne.

SERGEANT MAHONEY
What about. ..
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GERALD THE BUTLER
The actor may not nake any sounds or |ip novenents.
Clapping is prohibited, the player may make any sound
ot her than speaking or whistling a recogni zabl e tune.
The actor cannot point out at any of the objects
present in the scene, if by doing so they are hel ping
their teammtes.

MRS. USHER
| have. ..

GERALD THE BUTLER
The actor is allowed to nake any gestures other than
bl atantly spelling out the word. The guessers attenpt
to guess the word or phrase based on the actor’s
performance. They can ask questions, to which the
actor may give non-verbal responses, such as noddi ng
in affirmation. If any of the guessers says the
correct word or phrase within the time limt in the
literal formas witten on the slip, their teamw ns
that round; if the phrase is not guessed when the
time imt expires, the teamthat produced the secret
phrase wi ns the round.

The teans alternate until each team nenber has had an
opportunity to be the actor.

So in terns of our game, there will be 6 '"actors’.
The winning teamis who wins the best of the six
rounds.

Are there any questions?

The foll owi ng exchange from Gerald the Butler
was conducted at high speed. The guests | ook
slightly confused.

HOST
| think there is still sonme confusion CGerald. Wiy
don’t you and the footnen give us an exanpl e?

GERALD THE BUTLER
Yes sir. he signals the Footnen Your the actor.
(to Footman 1)
You and | wll be the guessers.
(to Footman 2)
Now wite down your secret word and give it to M.
Al'l an.

Footman 1 wites down the word and hands it to
M. Allan. M. Allan | aughs.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Now woul d you start?
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FOOTVAN 1

Makes a signal with his hand, showing only 3
fingers.

GERALD THE BUTLER
3 Words.

FOOTMVAN 1
Shows only 1 finger.

GERALD THE BUTLER
First word

FOOTMAN 1
Starts bl ow ng ki sses and m m ng roses.

GERALD THE BUTLER
That’'s a little too subtle Charlie. Make it nore
obvi ous.

FOOTVAN 1

Makes a face. He nakes a gesture signifying an
event .

GERALD THE BUTLER
Its an event.

The Foot man nods enphatically.
GERALD THE BUTLER
Now when was it. Now pay attention | adies and

gentl enen, the "actor’ can give you the year if
asked. Now pay close attention. Wat year was it?

FOOTMAN 1
The footman signals 19, on his hands then 29.

GERALD THE BUTLER
1929.

The Foot man nods.
Now what nont h.

The Foot man signals 2.
February.

The Foot man goes back to signaling kisses and

fl owers, he then m nmes a enbrace.
Val enti nes Day?
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FOOTVAN 1

Nods, he then m nmes machi ne guns shooting at
peopl e.

GERALD THE BUTLER
A nmassacre.

Foot man nods.
The St. Val entines Day Massacre?

FOOTMAN 1
Yes.

HOST
Now t hat was a good exanpl e.

MRS. USHER
Not in the best taste. But | do agree a good exanple.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Now i s everyone ready to play. The players all nod
their heads. Alright now the starting team is Team
1

MRS. USHER
W start that’s good.

She wites a phrase down on a piece of paper she
shows it to Sergeant Mahoney.
Cerald woul d you be the "actor’?

GERALD THE BUTLER
O course Ma’am

M's. Usher hands over the piece of paper to M.
Al lan. He quickly reads it and puts the scrap of
paper in his pocket.

LI EGEA
May we start?

GERALD THE BUTLER
Yes of course.

HOST
s it a book?

CGerald the Butl er shakes hi s head.

HOST
Is it an event?

Gerald the Butler nods his head. He then shakes
his fingers so 3 are show ng.
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LI EAGEA
Thr ee wor ds.

HOST
s it npdern?

CGerald the Butl er shakes his head.

MRS. USHER
Woul d you |i ke sone hel p?

LI EGEA
No t hank you.

SERGEANT MAHONEY
| don’t quite understand this gane.

LI EAGEA
Are you lacking intelligence Sergeant? Its a sinple
gane of |ogical guesswork.

SERGEANT MAHONEY
|’ma cop. Not a dictionary.

LI EAGEA
Real | y? | thought you were a cockrel..

HOST
You can save those kind of comments for the Al gonquin
Roundt abl e Madam

LI EAGEA
Oh cone now Gerald. | would think that | was all owed
to make those kind of comments... Did | enbarrass
you?

FOOTMAN 1 TO FOOTMAN 2
She’s a bit rough isn't she?

FOOTVAN 2 TO FOOTMVAN 1
Al ways was. Hard edged and witty.

FOOTMAN 1
Thi s shoul d be fun.

GERALD THE BUTLER
No madam You do not enbarrass ne. However your
interrupting our gane. If you don’'t want to stay, |
believe the phrase is you can foxtrot oscar.

Lieagea is silent for a bit then | aughs
LI EAGEA

Very well GCerald. I'll be good. Now that hint Ms.
Usher ?
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MRS. USHER
Leonardo da Vi nci.

HOST
Don't talk to her. Not nmuch of a hint.

MRS. USHER
Enough! Do you have nore questions or would you |ike
to forfeit the round?

LI EAGEA
Is it a nedieval event?

CGCerald the Butl er shakes his head.

HOST
s it a renai ssance subject?
Geral d the Butler nods his head enphatically.
LI EAGEA
Is it a religious event?
M Al l an nods.
HOST

The birth of Chri st.
Gerald the Butl er shakes his head.

Li eagea | ooks around the room and stares at the
way to tables are pl aced.

LI EAGEA
The Last Supper!

GERALD THE BUTLER
Yes nmadam

HOST
You people are the worst players of Charades 1’ ve
ever seen. Cerald please continue with the ganes. |
need a break.

EXIT MR ALLAN
GERALD THE BUTLER

| think we should nove onto to our next gane. But
before we do that woul d anyone Iike a drink?

LI EAGEA
That is the first good idea that you or our Host has
had all evening. 1'Il have a double brandy with a

vodka tw st. Keep the olive.
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GERALD THE BUTLER
How woul d you like it Madam

LI EGEA
In a glass GCerald.

Geral d signals the Footnen.
FOOTMAN 1 EXI TS.

Footnman 2 starts asking the other guests what
t hey want.

FOOTVAN 2
Ms. Usher what would you |ike?

MRS. USHER
Il have sone tea please. Its a little too early for
hard I iqour

FOOTVAN 2
Sergeant what can | get you?

SERGEANT MAHONEY
A gui nness.

FOOTMAN 2
|’mafraid we don’t have that. Wuld you prefer sone
I rish whiskey?

SERGEANT MAHONEY
Sure that’s fine. A double please.

EXIT FOOTMAN 2

GERALD THE BUTLER
Now | adi es and gentl| eman our next gane is called
Anagr am

ENTER FOOTVAN 1

He returns with carefully wapped packages for
every guest.

GERALD THE BUTLER
My associate here will distribute the packages to
their rel evant owners.

Footman 1 hands out the packages to the guests.
GERALD THE BUTLER
I nsi de each package is your very own Anagram
pertaining to your own past.

LI EAGEA
| love getting presents from strange nen.
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SERGEANT MAHONEY
|’ ve never been to a dinner party before, is this

nor mal ?
FOOTMAN 1

Normal |y she’s under the Host.
MRS. USHER

Enough! Lets try to be civil.
LI EAGEA

By civil you nean what exactly?
MRS. USHER

Not you.
LI EAGEA

Well now I know where | stand with the wonen at this
di nner party! Cerald where is ny drink?

GERALD THE BUTLER
It will be here shortly Madam If you care to open
your packages | adies and gentlenen you will find that
therein lies an Anagram Sone are single words,
others are sentences but each pertains to your own
past .

MRS. USHER
| like this game. Mich better than Charades.

LI EAGEA
Did our Host cone up wth the Anagrans?

CERALD THE BUTLER
Yes nmadam

ENTER FOOTMAN 2.

He is carrying a tray of drinks. He hands out
the drinks to each guest.

FOOTMAN 1 TO FOOTMAN 2
You just m ssed sone excitenent.

FOOTVAN 2 TO FOOTMAN 1
You kidding? I could hear it. They’'re not exactly
qui et .

FOOTVAN 1
| think M. Allan has rigged the whol e thing.

MRS. USHER
What nekes you say that?

FOOTMAN 1
Well mam you ve all been set up here. Put under
pressure by M. Allan and Cerry. So that your actions

( MORE)
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FOOTMAN 1 (cont’d)
becone nore predictable. And so that one of you wll
make a m stake and slip up.

MRS. USHER
You make it sound |i ke one of us has sonething to
hi de.

LI EAGEA

He’s lying trying to get us to turn agai nst each
ot her and be suspi ci ous and par anoi d.

MRS. USHER
We don’t need his help for that.

SERGEANT MAHONEY
Look we were all invited to a dinner party. Were
t here has been no dinner and just a series of stories
and ganes. Exactly what we were told by M. Allan at
the beginning. So lets enjoy ourselves.

MRS. USHER
| have a question. Cerald, where is M. WIIliam
W son.

GERALD THE BUTLER
| don’” t know Madam |’ ' msure M. Allan will tell ne
in good tinme. Shall we play?

The guests each open their packages and reveal
their Anagranms. They each in turn say out |oud
t hei r anagrans.

MRS. USHER
Fees, for Heal t hful Hot house?

LI EAGEA
Morrow, Torn Cheque!

SERGEANT MAHONEY
Let hal Eel -Tart!

MRS. USHER
What do they nean Geral d?

GERALD THE BUTLER
They are all anagrans relating to each of you. Sone
obvi ous some very peripheral oblique references. All
of them stories.

FOOTVAN 1
Now that is a tongue tw ster.

FOOTMAN 2
He’ s al ways been a ponpous ass. But it works.
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SERGEANT MAHONEY
They relate to us in our work or private |ives?

GERALD THE BUTLER
Ever yt hi ng Ser geant.

SERGEANT MAHONEY
VWell mne seens like a sinple enough riddle. 11
need a pen and paper.

Cerald the Butler waves the Footnen over they
di stribute fresh paper and pencils.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Now | adi es and Gentl enmen you shall have an
opportunity to test wwts wth each other.

Each guests takes his or her pencil and starts
wor ki ng out their anagranms. They are all puzzled
and find it extremely difficult except for the

Ser geant.
FOOTMAN 1
That cop is really quite bright.
FOOTMAN 2
Yes nmuch nore than you woul d thi nk.
FOOTMAN 1
What do you think the chances the others will get
theirs?
FOOTMAN 2

Slimw t hout help.

SERGEANT MAHONEY
| have it!

GERALD THE BUTLER
Yes Sergeant ?

SERGEANT MAHONEY
Tell Tal e-Heart.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Very good Sergeant, one down, two to go... Do you
need assi stance?

LI EAGEA
Well mne sounds sinple but it isn't is it? | nean
"Morrow Torn, Cheque’ isn't exactly the nost hel pful
of anagrans.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Yes that would be M. Allan nadam He is quite
intelligent and sometines forgets that others do not
posses his |evel of intellect.
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LI EAGEA
To hell with you Gerald. Sergeant?

SERGEANT MAHONEY
Vll | think that your anagramis a sentence that
nmeans sonmething to you. So wite out all the letters
and see what words junp up at you.

LI EAGEA
No junping thank you. But |I’'ll do that.

SERGEANT MAHONEY
Geral d, what now?

GERALD THE BUTLER
W wait. For you to finish and for M. Allan.

MRS. USHER
What about the other guest?

GERALD THE BUTLER
What ot her guest?

MRS. USHER
WIlliam W] son.

GERALD THE BUTLER
| have no idea Madam

M's. Usher | ooks unconfortable
Do you know hi m Madant?

MRS. USHER
Yes.

LI EAGEA
Real | y?

SERGEANT MAHONEY
| know hi mtoo.

LI EAGEA
(surprised)
You do?

SERGEANT MAHONEY
Yes.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Could we please return to the matter at hand the
anagr ans.

MRS. USHER
Vel |l we do have a right to know.
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LI EAGEA
| think I know m ne.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Vadanf?

LI EAGEA
The Conqueror Worm Now how did you know t hat ?

GERALD THE BUTLER
| know many things. But not that. M. Allan created
t he anagrans.

LI EAGEA
s he taunting us with the knowl edge he knows about
us?

CERALD THE BUTLER
| have no i dea Madam

FOOTMVAN 1
Ten to and even. Gerry knows.

FOOTMAN 2
He created the anagrans.

FOOTMVAN 1
Real | y?

FOOTVAN 2
Yes. M. Allan isn’t that smart. Gerry is the rea
brains behind this whole affair.

FOOTMVAN 1
What is going on?

ENTER HOST

He | ooks at Gerald the Butler, Gerald nods. Then
hands M. Allan a package.

GERALD THE BUTLER
Your anagram sir.

HOST
Thank you Ceral d.
Scene 11 21
Main Room/ Ball Room 22
MRS. USHER
That was a little dramatic wasn’t it?
HOST
| do apol ogize Ms. Usher. | do have a flair for the
theatri cal
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LI EAGEA
| |iked your anagram

HOST
Why thank you Lieagea. |’ m sure you enjoyed the
menories it brought back?

SERGEANT MAHONEY
M. Allan where is WIlliam WI son?

HOST
| have no idea. Have you sol ved your anagranf

SERGEANT MAHONEY
Yes.

HOST
CGeral d how many anagrans are still unsol ved?

GERALD THE BUTLER
One sir. Lieagea and the Sergeant solved theirs.

HOST
Real |y Sergeant? Wel| done. Madam you are stuck? Do
you require a hint?

MRS. USHER
Yes | would like a hint. O at |east an idea of what
m ne entails.

HOST
Vell | think you should start with your nane Ms.
Usher. And perhaps your brother Roderick?

MRS. USHER
"The Fall of the House of Usher’'?

HOST
That was excellent Ms. Usher. And only with a
m ni mum of disconfort. Wio's left?

GERALD THE BUTLER
That’'s it sir. That conpletes the anagram gane, sir.

HOST
Excel l ent Geral d. Thank you very much for com ng up
Wi th them

FOOTMAN 2

Tol d you so.

FOOTMAN 1
| stand corrected.

LI EAGEA
What ? You canme up with then? Who are you really?
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GERALD THE BUTLER
The Butl er madam

HOST
Cerald woul d you m nd asking the cook where the food
is and why he hasn’t even prepared sonme hor’s
d’ orvers for our guests?

GERALD THE BUTLER
Certainly sir.

EXIT GERALD THE BUTLER
HOST

Now | adi es and gentl eman the ganes are over and we
are comng the finale of our evening.

LI EAGEA
The bal | ?
HOST
Masked ball .
LI EAGEA
How quai nt .
MRS. USHER
s that why we are here? To dance in a nasked ball?
HOST
No nadam You are all here because of WIIliam WI son.
LI EAGEA
What ?
HOST

Its quite sinple. Ms. Usher sonetine ago in Engl and
you were at a party and you attenpted to seduce a
young nman naned Wl liam W son, correct?

MRS. USHER
Correct.
LI EAGEA
So tell nme dear? How is he?
MRS. USHER
Don’t be vul gar.
HOST
Not hi ng happened so don’t get your hopes up Lieagea.
LI EAGEA
Oh, I'"msorry dear. Happens to all of us sonetines.
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SERGEANT MAHONEY
Enough of this. How do you know all that?

HOST
Magi c! Dark arts. How do you think Sergeant? | know
WIlliam W/Ison. Unfortunately none of you do.

SERGEANT MAHONEY
| know him

HOST
Yes | know. He swi ndled you out of a great deal of
noney before you were a police officer.

SERGEANT MAHONEY
| never say his face and he al ways spoke in a dam
whi sper.

LI EAGEA
Exactly how much noney did you | ose?

SERGEANT MAHONEY
None of your busi ness.

MRS. USHER
What about her? M. Allan the Sergeant and | are here
because we know Wlliam WIlson. Wy is Lieagea here?

HOST
| find her anusing. She conmes to all ny parties.

LI EAGEA
If I'’d met WIlliam W Ison, | would know him
bi blically by now

FOOTVAN 1 TO FOOTMAN 2
| s she always |ike this?

FOOTMAN 2 TO FOOTMAN 1
You shoul d have been here on Chi nese new years.

FOOTMAN 1 TO FOOTMAN 2
Bad?

FOOTMAN 2 TO FOOTMAN 1
Lets just say that everyone who works here got a nice
Vi ew.

LI EAGEA
Are you tal ki ng about new years?

FOOTMAN 2
Yes madam

LI EAGEA
Did you enjoy the view?
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FOOTMAN 2
Yes nmadam

LI EAGEA
You have the nicest house servants.

HOST
Thank you. They’'re rented.

SERGEANT MAHONEY
CGetting back to reality. Wiy are we here?

HOST
Ch yes | conpletely forgot. You are here because |’ ve
invited Wlliam WIson to be the final guest at ny
masked bal |

MRS. USHER
How do you know he’ll| appear?

HOST
Because he will want to try it with you Ms. Usher,
definitely sanple Lieagea and of course try to con
Ser geant Mahoney agai n.

MRS. USHER
So what’s the plan?

HOST
Vell you have a choice. Its a nasked ball renenber.
Everyone will wear a mask. No one will know the
other. Wlliam WIson wll appear nmasked and gl oved.
And if you wish you may kill him

MRS. USHER
| never thought of killing him

HOST

Yes you did. You thought of it especially when poor
Roderick died didn't you?

SERGEANT MAHONEY
l"’ma cop. | don’t kill people. Not illegally anyway.

HOST
Yes but as a policenen you woul d know who coul d
arrange for something sudden to happen to WIlIliam

Wl son. | know you tried.
LI EAGEA

Are you WIlliam W I son.
HOST

No.
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FOOTMVAN 1
Sir we need to prepare for the Ball

HOST
O course. Ladies and gentleman? If you would foll ow
nme there are roons where you can freshen up and put
on your costunes for the Ball. Follow ne pl ease.

Before they | eave, the Footnen set up another
phot ogr aph and take another still however this
time the flash in inverted started with dark
then a flash.

EXIT HOST WTH GUESTS

The two Footnen quickly start noving away the
tabl es and prepare for the Ball.

Scene 12 23
Masked Bal | 24

There is no dialogue in this scene. Only
chor eogr aphed danci ng and novenents.



